Tuberculosis (TB) is a major killer worldwide. The World Health Organization estimates that in 2011, there were 8.7 million incident cases of TB, 1.4 million deaths from TB including 0.43 million deaths from HIV-associated TB. In recent years, after a century of stagnation, new diagnostic technologies have been developed, and they are already being scaled up in some high-burden countries. Likewise, new drugs and regimens to treat TB are being evaluated, and the development of new vaccines is also progressing. However, despite the hope for reduced transmission with earlier detection and effective treatment, new cases continue to emerge from latently infected individuals.
In the present issue, P. Narasimhan et al. review risk factors for progression to active disease. Immunological aspects of TB are discussed in three papers, with J. We believe that this issue can contribute to the debate of relevant topics concerning new advances on tuberculosis among pulmonologists, infectologists, clinicians, epidemiologists, and basic science researchers.
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